Pomeroy Conservation District			   September 15, 2026

	The monthly meeting of the Pomeroy Conservation District was called to order by Mike Hastings at 8:00 a.m. Supervisor’s present were Mike Hastings, Beau Blachly, Seth Claassen, Luke Ledgerwood and Scott Williams. Tami Stubbs (Regional Manager), Lance Frederick (District Administrator), Mitch Ruchert (NRCS) and Briana Kimble (Office Manager) and Heather Hastings were also present.

[bookmark: _Hlk124338218][bookmark: _Hlk18659401]	The minutes of the June 9, 2026 meeting were read.
 
[bookmark: _Hlk211933716][bookmark: _Hlk150931134]Luke moved and Seth seconded to approve the June 9, 2026 minutes. Motion carried.

The treasurer’s report was reviewed. 
[bookmark: _Hlk158723762][bookmark: _Hlk19180358]
[bookmark: _Hlk153283481]Scott moved with Beau seconding to approve the June 10 thru Sept 15, 2026 treasurer’s report and pay the vouchered bills 13239 through 13328, excluding 13314, 13315, 13316, 13317, 24  EFT and 26 deposits, for a total of $280,521.57. Motion carried.    

COMMISSION: Tami reported:
-Mandatory elections training September 29th  pre-registration required. Training will be recorded and available if not able to attend.
-SE area meeting Oct. 28th in St John.
-Arthur Smith is the new Riparian Program Specialist as of September 1.
-Mike Lopez will now be the point of contact for Cultural Resources.
-Thinking about our asks for the next biennium. Settled at a 22% increase.
-WACD Legislative Engagement meeting Friday September 18. Can attend virtually.             Going over elections.
-Technology update. Tami to speak with Lance after meeting on this topic.
-Annual Conservation district photo contest. Photos due by September 25th
 
NRCS REPORT: Mitch shared:
He requested another 6 million for CSP and EQIP and it was granted for both.
Snake river 10.5 million extra. 
About 20 million extra. Turned out to be a good year with some initial uncertainty.
20 pre-approved “bubble” applicants for Rick and Mitch.
Don’t know totals yet for Garfield County.
CRP plans are done that Rick has been working on.
JD who works with Duck Unlimited out of Walla Walla is helping with CRP doing field work in the Garfield and Asotin areas. 
The payment and modification system will be shut down until later this fall. 
Mitch left meeting to attend another meeting-producer panel.

CREP: None currently.  

OLD BUSINESS:
Irrigation Grant- Project completed. Jesse turned in all invoices. Mitch came to the office to go through things with Lance on the breakdown of everything and how it would be paid out, and all was accepted with the commission. Jesse is very happy with the project and can use his phone to control things. A total of 26 acres that includes 2 pivots and large water use savings.

VSP Cost Share-1st round completed $50,200 for assistance. Meeting tomorrow. Primarily noxious weeds and 1 guidance precision. 46% cost share rate.

CREP Assistance-Paid out over $138,000 to producers CREP for acres increased or decreased. Columbia CD was able to get their questions answered by Lance with some of their process for CREP. 1099’s to go to producers yet.

Palouse Chainsaw Training- Lance showed 4-5 people how to operate a chainsaw. Was a fun day and Jennifer and Brad were very appreciative.

End of the last fiscal year vouchering-Conclusion to FY and all funds were spent.

 NEW BUSINESS shared by Lance

VSP meeting tomorrow the 16th-Meeting tomorrow to go over last FY and budget. Will send out letters again this fall to producers for cost share opportunity for this FY. Also plan to look at monitoring budget.

CAPP Standards from Tami- We (Pomeroy CD) passed. 16 items based off RCW or the WAC. This keeps districts accountable and on track.

Interagency Agreement-Walla Walla Community- For Lance’s time and meetings with Lead Entity. $4,400 for the FY. Agreement to voucher every quarter. This is a funding source that is reported on the internal audit.

Luke moved and Scottie seconded to approve the interagency agreement with Walla Walla community. Motion Carried.

Paul Kessler IM cost share-noxious weeds-She has applied for VSP for noxious weeds primarily a yellow star thistle issue. Unable to utilize a helicopter with the low acreage of need. Total $1,699.50 and $1,274.63 (75% cost share). The area is located near Tatman ground. The Implementation grant would be a way we can help her.

Scottie moved and Beau seconded to approve Paula Kessler IM cost share-noxious weeds. Motion carried.

Bruce Henderson NRI Cost Share-Cattle Collar request. Has 25 head of cows he would like to get collars for. Planning to run cows on Roger Dye’s on Peola about 400 acres where it is a heavily forested area. Operates the collar things with an app on his phone. $195/ea. The cost is down significantly since last year. The resource concerns are fire fuels. He winters some of his cows near his home by Clayton Road. This is a way to run cows without building fence or needing cultural resources. All run off satellite and the collars are solar powered. Halter company quote of $4,905 with a 10 year warranty. These integrate with another brand of collars that were purchased last year. For NRI 75% cost share it would be $3,678.75 to the producer.  

Beau moved and Luke seconded to Bruce Henderson NRI Cost Share. Motion Carried.

Bryan McKeirnan NRI Cost Share-Requesting G5 plus universal display. Currently, he is running a 2600 for his sprayer in his tractor and the screen is not working. Cost $9,820. Cost share at 75% would be $7,365 for producer.

Luke moved and Seth seconded to approve Bryan McKeirnan NRI Cost Share. Motion Carried.

SE Area Meeting October 28th St John-RSVP for 3 going. Mike, Lance and Luke. $40 per person, to include lunch costs. CDs do presentations on what they are doing, and the Conservation Commission shares updates.


Grader Report by Lance: Fall work is in the works. Justin Warren talking with Jay about terraces. Possible talk for the commissioners to get a hold of Jay to do some work at the fairgrounds. 

Engineering: PE meeting was held in August. Gary gave updates. Megan requested fund in June for about $24,000. In August the request was lowered to $14,000 for the Asotin CD.

Scottie moved and Beau seconded to approve the PE funding to Asotin CD. Motion Carried.

OTHER Business: Nothing at this time. 

 REVIEW OF MOTIONS:

Luke moved and Seth seconded to approve the June 9, 2026 minutes. Motion carried.

Scott moved with Beau seconding to approve the June 10 thru Sept 15, 2026 treasurer’s report and pay the vouchered bills 13239 through 13328, excluding 13314, 13315, 13316, 13317, 24  EFT and 26 deposits, for a total of $280,521.57. Motion carried.    

Luke moved and Scottie seconded to approve the interagency agreement with Walla Walla community. Motion Carried.

Scottie moved and Beau seconded to approve Paula Kessler IM cost share-noxious weeds. Motion carried.

Beau moved and Luke seconded to Bruce Henderson NRI Cost Share. Motion Carried.

Luke moved and Seth seconded to approve Bryan McKeirnan NRI Cost Share. Motion Carried.

Scottie moved and Beau seconded to approve the PE funding to Asotin CD. Motion Carried.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:27a.m. The next meeting will be held Oct.13, 2026 at 8:30 A.M.

Office Manager,					Board Chairman,
Briana Kimble						Mike Hastings
